
Welcome to 8th Grade Accelerated Social Studies 

 
Dear Students and Parents/Guardians, 

Welcome to our Accelerated Social Studies class.  This course is a focused, challenging and 
interactive examination of how our government was created, how it works today, and how to be 
an active participant in it.  Be prepared to present, discuss, and think creatively and 
independently.  

I am so excited to have you as my students this year.  This year has the potential to be very fun 
and engaging.  We will be focusing on civics, government and how you can change your 
community and even the world. 

We will do this together by making our classroom more democratic, treating each other with 
respect and by exploring the history of our United States government including what our 
founding fathers were thinking, how important court cases impacted people just like you, and 
learning how your voice, hard work and dedication can change the world.  We will also work 
together as a team to create a classroom environment that is welcoming and safe for all 
participants.  We want everyone to feel safe and feel that their opinions are valued. 

Another way we will strive to have a more democratic classroom is by writing our classroom 
expectations together.  We will brainstorm and create a set of expectations that are meaningful 
and students will have a chance to have their voices heard.  This way everyone will have the 
opportunity to feel invested in their classroom learning environment. 

● While we will be creating classroom expectations together soon, due to the accelerated 
nature of this course, one important classroom expectation I would like to set from the 
beginning is that late work will not be accepted. 

○ Missed work due to school absence, must be turned in according to the school 
policy on make-up work (3 days).  

○ However, if an assignment was given before you were absent, it is still expected 
to be turned in on the due date or the day your return.  For example, if you have a 
week to complete an assignment and you are absent the day it is due, it is 
expected that you will turn the assignment in on the day you return to school. 
 

  

 

 

 

 



How will you be graded? 

Assessments (Tests/Quizzes/Projects): 60% 
You will be assessed in a variety of ways this year.  We will work on research
projects, dissecting primary sources, and vocabulary.  You will show what you’ve
learned through projects, writing, presenting and traditional assessments.  

Classwork: 25%  

Classwork is very important to your success, we will have opportunities in class 
to refine our skills as historians.  These activities will help you to be successful on 
assessments and beyond.  Many of the skills we will use this year will help you to 
be an informed student and citizen throughout your lifetime.  

What’s Trending Wednesday: 15% 

History is being made around us everyday.  Each time you turn on the TV, use 
your computer or smartphone, you are coming face to face with current events 
unfolding before your eyes.  In order to keep up with and understand these events, 
students will have a weekly assignment due every Wednesday in which they will 
find and present on a current event to our class. 

You can access the directions and template on my school website 

Also, see my website for direction on how to sign up for Remind and be kept 
up to date on our class happenings, tests, quizzes, projects and more. 

 

I am looking forward to meeting all of you and starting a fun-filled 8th grade year! 

Parents/Guardians, please email me at elake@shschools.com upon receipt of your welcome letter 
as to assure I have the proper email address for contacting you in the future. 

mailto:elake@shschools.com

